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LIEUTENANT LISMAHAGO
The party are joined at Durham by Lieutenant Obadiah
Lismahago, a hard-featured and somewhat forbidding Scots-
man. His dress and manners are eccentric, but, despite his
self-conceit, his rudeness, and his obstinacy in an argument,
Mistress Tabitha regards him as a possible husband, and lays
siege to him accordingly. Later on in the story, she succeeds
in capturing him, for *' the Captain ", though proud, is needy,
and the knowledge that she had a comfortable fortune was
too much for his defences.
To Dr. Lewis
DEAR DOCTOR,
I have now reached the northern extremity of
England, and see, close to my chamber-window, the
Tweed gliding through the arches of that bridge which
connects this suburb to the town of Berwick. Yorkshire
you have seen, and therefore I shall say nothing of that
opulent province. The city of Durham appears like a
confused heap of stones and brick, accumulated so as to
cover a mountain, round which a river winds its braw-
ling course. The streets are generally narrow, dark,
and unpleasant, and many of them almost impassable
in consequence of their declivity. The cathedral is a
huge gloomy pile; but the clergy are well lodged. The
bishop lives in a princely manner, the golden prebends
keep plentiful tables, and, I am told, there is some good
sociable company in the place; but the country, when